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Alexander Forbes the Academy School 
Spring 2021 Alberta Education Assurance Measures - Overall Summary 

Assurance Domain Measure 
Alexander Forbes School Alberta 

Current 
Result 

Prev 
Year 

Result 
Prev 3 
Year 

Average 
Current 
Result 

Prev 
Year 

Result 
Prev 3 
Year 

Average 

Student Growth and 
Achievement 

Student Learning Engagement 85.5 n/a n/a 85.6 n/a n/a 
Citizenship 78.5 85.6 80.8 83.2 83.3 83.0 
3-year High School Completion n/a n/a n/a 83.4 80.3 79.6 
5-year High School Completion n/a n/a n/a 86.2 85.3 84.8 
PAT: Acceptable n/a n/a 80.4 n/a n/a 73.7 
PAT: Excellence n/a n/a 18.7 n/a n/a 20.3 
Diploma: Acceptable n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 83.6 
Diploma: Excellence n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 24.1 

Teaching & Leading Education Quality 93.5 92.5 92.6 89.6 90.3 90.2 

Learning Supports 
Welcoming, Caring, Respectful 
and Safe Learning 
Environments (WCRSLE) 85.8 n/a n/a 87.8 n/a n/a 
Access to Supports and 
Services 71.2 n/a n/a 82.6 n/a n/a 

Governance Parental Involvement 76.4 74.3 76.1 79.5 81.8 81.4 
Notes: 
1. Data values have been suppressed where the number of respondents/students is fewer than 6. Suppression is marked with an asterisk (*). 
2. The 2020/21 administration of the AEA survey was a pilot. The Citizenship measure was adjusted to reflect the introduction of the new AEA survey measures. In addition, participation in the survey 

was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Evaluations have not been calculated as 2020/21 survey results are not comparable with other years.  
3. Participation in the 2019/20 Diploma Exams was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. In the absence of Diploma Exams, achievement level of diploma courses were determined solely by school-

awarded marks. Caution should be used when interpreting high school completion rate results over time. 
4. The “N/A” placeholder for the “Current Result” for PAT and Diploma Exam measures are included until results can be updated in the Fall. 
5. Aggregated PAT results are based upon a weighted average of percent meeting standards (Acceptable, Excellence). The weights are the number of students enrolled in each course. Courses 

included: English Language Arts (Grades 6, 9, 9 KAE), Français (6e et 9e année), French Language Arts (6e et 9e année), Mathematics (Grades 6, 9, 9 KAE), Science (Grades 6, 9, 9 KAE), Social Studies 
(Grades 6, 9, 9 KAE). 

6. Participation in the Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma Examinations was impacted by the fires in 2016 and 2019, as well as by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Caution should be used when 
interpreting trends over time. 

7. Aggregated Diploma results are a weighted average of percent meeting standards (Acceptable, Excellence) on Diploma Examinations. The weights are the number of students writing the Diploma 
Examination for each course. Courses included: English Language Arts 30-1, English Language Arts 30-2, French Language Arts 30-1, Français 30-1, Mathematics 30-1, Mathematics 30-2, Chemistry 
30, Physics 30, Biology 30, Science 30, Social Studies 30-1, Social Studies 30-2.  

Notes: 
Introduction of the Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) Survey, Division Assurance Survey, and Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic 
Caution should be used when interpreting survey results over time as 2020/21 was a pilot year for the AEA survey, Division Assurance Survey and participation was impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The 2020/21 AEA survey results were not:  

• Evaluated against the provincial standards (Achievement) or previous 3-year averages (Improvement);  
• Included in the calculation of future provincial standards for new survey measures; or  
• Included in the calculation of 3-year averages used to evaluate improvement of future survey results. 

Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on 2019/20 Provincial Assessments and Student Outcome Measures  
Participation in the Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) and Diploma Examinations was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• Results for the 2019/20 school year are not available for the PATs, Diploma Examinations, and Diploma Exam Participation Rate.  
• Caution should be used when interpreting Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate results over time.  

In the absence of the Diploma Exams, achievement level of diploma courses were determined solely by school-awarded marks. Caution should be used when interpreting High School Completion Rate 
results over time.  
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Engagement and Communication 
 

 
 
 

 
At Alexander Forbes The Academy we believe that engagement and communication is a shared 
responsibility in which parents and school staff work together in meaningful ways that support and 
improve the learning and development of children. Engagement can be measured by various means, 
through surveys and questionnaires, as well as other information-gathering tools (school 
performance data) to help identify, and respond to what parents, staff and students in our school 
community truly need and want. Family-school communication needs to be taken seriously and must 
be valued. Teachers and the school must communicate effectively with families, and it is equally 
important to empower and encourage families to communicate effectively with teachers and the 
school.  
We engage students, parents, staff, School Council, and community members in the planning process 
to establish key priorities and other elements of our 3 Year Education Plan. As well we share results 
and report on the progress of achieving those priorities. The 3 Year Education Plan and Results Report 
is posted annually on the Grande Prairie Public School Division’s website as well as the Alexander 
Forbes The Academy’s website. As part of providing assurance to all our stakeholders, Central Office 
Administration and Trustees meet with the Alexander Forbes The Academy’s administration team to 
review our education plan and results. A balanced assessment of school progress and performance is 
achieved by looking at Provincial results and results from school measures and descriptive 
information aligned to the priority areas in the 3 Year Education Plan. Attached below is the link to 
our 3 Year Education Plan which can be cross referenced with this results report.  
 
AF 3 Year Education Plan-School Plan 2021.pdf (gppsd.ab.ca) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/alexanderforbes/Documents/AF%203%20Year%20Education%20Plan-School%20Plan%202021.pdf
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Source:  2020-2021 Parent Survey – 3 Year Education Plan Priority Responses  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Our Education Plan is focused on: 
Priority:  Teaching and Learning 
 
Outcome 1:  Prepare students academically, socially, and emotionally to complete    

high school. 
Outcome 2:  Classroom instruction and assessment prioritizes literacy and 

numeracy. 
 

 
 
Discussion 
 
This priority is important in our school because Grande Prairie Public School Division is a learning 
community in which every student succeeds. These outcomes are central to our three-year plan as it 
gives assurance to all our stakeholders that continuous improvement in the growth and achievement 
of Alexander Forbes The Academy students occur. As well, these outcomes are key to teaching and 
learning because it ensures that our students will have the foundational skills to be lifelong learners 
and contributing members of society.  
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At Forbes, we are proud of all the academic accomplishments of our students. The teaching staff 
works tirelessly to share knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for student success. As a school, 
we are engaged in a process of data-driven dialogue to improve student learning. These 
conversations have led to concerted efforts to improve our results in what we do and what we are 
measured against. The process of improving student learning is not something that happens by 
accident; it takes careful planning, patience, and dedication. As a school we are committed to making 
sure that we have answers to the following questions: 
 What is it we expect students to learn?        (Curriculum) 
 What strategies will be deployed in the classroom based on needs?  (Instructional 

Practices) 
 How will we know if they learned it?  (Assessment) 
 What will we do if they haven’t learned?  (Intervention) 

How a school answers these questions is crucial to student engagement, continuous school 
improvement and improved outcomes. The levels of satisfaction and school improvement 
indicate that Forbes continues to meet the needs of its learners. 
 
 
Total number of respondents and the percentage of respondents satisfied with Alexander Forbes 
the Academy School 

 
Parents 108 91%  

 
Students 221 88%  

 
Staff 20 80%  

Source:  2020-2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
School Improvement 
Percentage of parents, students and teachers indicating that their school and schools in their jurisdiction have 
improved or stayed the same the last three years. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall 86 81 85 83 83 80 81 82 81 
Parent 77 75 86 82 83 84 80 80 82 
Student 84 86 87 80 78 78 79 80 79 
Teacher 96 83 81 89 89 78 83 85 83 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
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Student Learning Engagement 
Percentage of parents, students and teachers who agree that students are engaged in their learning at school. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall n/a n/a 86 n/a n/a 86 n/a n/a 86 
Parent n/a n/a 96 n/a n/a 93 n/a n/a 89 
Student n/a n/a 65 n/a n/a 70 n/a n/a 72 
Teacher n/a n/a 96 n/a n/a 96 n/a n/a 96 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
 
 
Teachers recognize that their professional practice continues to evolve as they reflect and act on new 
information. The on-going inquiry based professional growth planning (What is the impact of < insert 
teacher behavior here> on student learning, behavior, attitudes, and relationships?) connected to the 
Teacher Quality Standard and student achievement that Alexander Forbes teachers have embraced 
for the past six years, has impacted classroom practice and improved student learning. As well, at 
Forbes we believe there is a direct correlation between inquiry based professional growth planning 
and education quality. Based on the 3 year overall average data, when comparing school vs authority 
and provincial data, Forbes is above those results as much as 4%.  
 

  

 

 
 
Education Quality 
Percentage of parents, students and teachers satisfied with the overall quality of basic education. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall 93 93 94 90 90 90 90 90 90 
Parent 92 86 96 85 88 89 86 87 97 
Student 89 95 86 87 86 85 88 88 86 
Teacher 99 96 99 97 97 96 96 96 96 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
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Students are prepared academically to complete high school  

 
Parents 89%  

 
Students 88%  

 
Staff 97%  

Source:  2020-2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 
 
 

One of the ways that the Division, Alexander Forbes School and Alberta Education measures a 
students’ learning is for students in grade six write a common provincial assessment. This 
assessment provides opportunities for students, parents, teachers, and the community to reflect 
on academic performance. This assessment tool does not tell the whole story; rather it provides 
insight as to the academic performance of our students.  By using the information contained in 
the achievement exam results, it is possible to generate strategies to continue to strengthen and 
improve learning at Forbes. When one reviews the Alberta Education Assurance Measures for PAT 
Acceptable and Excellence (2017, 2018 & 2019 – no PAT’s in 2020, 2021 due to COVID-19), growth 
in a positive direction is evident. 
In grade 1 to grade 6, when looking at the data from the Fountas and Pinnell (this is a reliable tool 
that helps identify the instructional and independent reading levels of students) students showed an 
overall growth in reading levels. The graph below represents the percentage of students in grades 1 – 
3 and their levels of FP growth -77% of students show growth throughout the year with most of those 
students moving up between 2 and 4 levels in the year. Students demonstrated improved academic 
growth and achievement appropriate for their age and ability level in reading and writing. 
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The second graph below represents the percentage of students in grades 4 - 6 and their levels of FP 
growth. This shows 54 % of students show growth throughout the year with most of those students 
moving up between 2 and 4 levels in the year.  

 
 

Students demonstrated improved academic growth and achievement appropriate for their age and 
ability level in mathematical thinking and computational skills. 
 
 

 
The above graph outlines the growth grade one students have shown from November 2020 to 
June 2021. 
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The above graph outlines the growth grade two students have shown from January 2021 to June 
2021. 
 
 
Having a high expectation is the attitude that we always expect the best out of students. Student 
achievement is strongly affected by what the teacher and parent expect from their child or 
student. This has been demonstrated by many educational researchers.  Teachers teach with a 
growth mindset so that all students can progress and develop to a much higher degree than when 
they started the school year. The goal is to create a classroom culture of hard work and self-belief. 
 
 

High expectations for student achievement  

 
Parents 94%  

 
Students 91%  

Source:  2020-2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 
 

Source:  2020 -2021 Alexander Forbes Division At Home Learning Survey 

   
Students I know what my teachers expect of me. % 
Number of Responses 101  
Stongly agree 31 31% 
Agree 69 68% 
Disagree 1 1% 
Stongly disagree 0 0% 

   
Our rapidly changing society of the 21st century has necessitated the need for lifelong learning.  
Schools create lifelong learning societies by imparting the overall increase in the satisfaction of 
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lifelong learning is evident as school trends are increasing, but there is still room for improvement 
when compared to Division and Provincial results. 
 
Lifelong Learning 
Percentage of parent and teacher satisfaction that students demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary 
for lifelong learning. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall 62 63 75 70 72 82 71 73 82 
Parent 55 54 67 61 64 76 64 65 75 
Teacher 69 71 83 80 79 89 79 81 89 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
   

Priority:  Inclusion 
 
Outcome 1:  Alexander Forbes the Academy School is a welcoming, caring, 

respectful and safe environment where students, families and staff 
have a sense of belonging and pride. 

Outcome 2:  The physical, mental, and emotional well-being of all our students and 
staff is supported. 

 

 
Discussion 
 
This priority is important because inclusion is a way of thinking and acting that establishes universal 
acceptance and promotes a sense of belonging for all learners. These outcomes are significant 
because members of the school community contribute to an environment where diversity is 
embraced, and a sense of belonging is emphasized. In addition, these outcomes are a focus because 
of the physical and mental health impact of Covid-19 on students and staff.  The desired results for 
focusing on these outcomes for students is better academic performance, improved attitudes, and 
behaviors, reduced emotional distress and fewer disruptive behaviors. 
 
Forbes is very proud in the work we have done in supporting our school community in acquiring and 
applying foundational First Nations Metis and Inuit knowledge for the benefit of all students and 
staff. Elder Darlene weekly gives us opportunities to understand and respect First Nations, Metis and 
Inuit history, culture and contributions through her teachings and guidance.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11 
 

Acquiring and applying Indigenous foundational knowledge 

 
Parents 86%  

 
Students 91%  

 
Staff 100%  

Source:  2020-2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 

  
 
Elder Darlene’s Indigenous Cultural Teaching Room   Forbes Teepee 
 
One of the limitations of using attendance data for this year’s result report was that of the influence 
the pandemic had on student attendance. The question becomes how we reengage students who are 
on a downward spiral with attendance? When speaking with those students and parents, the number 
one reason for poor attendance was an inability of the student to see the relevance of what they are 
learning in their lives, and they had no connections to the school.  With the easing of some of the 
pandemic restrictions at school (school teams, clubs, grade cohort recess, etc) the process of 
reengaging many of our students has begun.  As well, parental involvement and engagement in 
education matters now more than ever. Covid-19 has been hard on everyone. When parents and 
teachers work together to establish a thriving classroom, research shows the effect on their students 
is profound. Attendance, self-esteem, academics, and graduation rates rise. If we as educators don’t 
have these parent partnerships at Forbes, then we are limiting our students for growth.  
 
Parental Involvement 
Percentage of parents and teachers satisfied with parental involvement in decisions about their child’s education. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall 76 74 76 81 81 77 81 82 80 
Parent 65 59 72 73 73 71 74 74 72 
Teacher 88 90 81 90 89 83 89 90 87 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
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A safe and caring school is a place where students, staff, parents, and community members treat 
others fairly, with respect and kindness, and act in socially responsible ways towards all in our school 
community. It is an inclusive community that respects diversity and nurtures a sense of belonging 
where students are encouraged to learn and succeed. Results show when compared to the Province 
and Division we are on par (± 3 %) and stable. 
 
 
Percentage of Parents, Students and Staff agree: 

 Parents Students Staff 

School is Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Environment 97 93 99 
Source:   2020 -2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 
 
 
Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Learning Environment 
Percentage of parents, students and teachers who agree that there learning environments are welcoming, caring, 
respectful and safe. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall n/a n/a 85.8 n/a n/a 86.5 n/a n/a 87.8 
Parent n/a n/a 87.4 n/a n/a 87.8 n/a n/a 88.2 
Student n/a n/a 73.2 n/a n/a 77.0 n/a n/a 79.8 
Teacher n/a n/a 96.8 n/a n/a 94.9 n/a n/a 95.3 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
 
Safe and Caring 
Percentage of parent, student, and teacher agreement that:  students are safe at school, are learning the importance of 
caring for others, are learning respect for others, and are tested fairly in school. 
 School Authority Province 
 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021 

Overall 85 90 89 88 89 90 89 89 90 
Parent 83 87 89 88 90 91 90 90 91 
Student 76 87 80 80 81 83 82 83 84 
Teacher 96 98 96 96 96 95 95 95 95 
Source:  2021 Alberta Education Results Report  
 
 
At Forbes we believe that social emotional learning (SEL) is an integral part of education and human 
development. SEL is the process through which individuals acquire and apply knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes to develop healthy identities, manage emotions and achieve personal and collective goals, 
feel, and show empathy for others, establish, and maintain supportive relationships, and make 
responsible and caring decisions. It is apparent when social-emotional skills are present or absent in 
students. Students have been provided learning opportunities to improve their relationships 
demonstrating respect and empathy for other people. Overall, students, parents and teachers rate 
their social and emotional competencies highly. Substantial strides have been made to ensure SEL is 
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woven into the fabric of a student’s education at Forbes. This work now needs to be strengthened 
and sustained to have systemic impact on every child along their pathway to high school graduation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are prepared socially and emotionally to complete high school 

 
Parents 93%  

 
Students 90%  

 
Staff 98%  

Source:  2020-2021 Alexander Forbes Division Assurance Survey 
 
 

 
Source: 2020 – 2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (ECS – Gr 2) 
 

 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 3 – Gr 4) 
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Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 5– Gr 6 Females) 
 

 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 5– Gr 6 Males) 
 

 
 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 5– Gr 6 Prefer to Self-Describe) 
 
 

 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr7– Gr 8 Females) 
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Source: 2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 7– Gr 8 Male) 
 

 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes School Social Emotional Survey (Gr 7– Gr 8 Prefer to Self-Describe) 
 
 
 
 

 
My workplace supports my wellness 
Source:  2020-2021 Forbes Staff Wellness Survey 
 



 

 

16 
 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Data is used to provide context, deepen the analysis and to explain the performance of Alexander 
Forbes The Academy. Our next steps in the data story include insuring that accurate, reliable, and 
valid data is available to assess the implementation and impact of the strategies Forbes is using to 
determine the supports needed for our students, parents, and staff. We must continue to provide 
improved assessments and data tools so that we can carry on “Towards Tomorrow Today” (Forbes 
motto).  
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